
 

Experience from Bangladesh 

January 4, 2007 

On January 4, 2007, I arrived at the Zia 

International Airport in Dhaka at 2:00 

AM. I was really tired as I arrived at the 

custom. Although I had one person 

“Expediter” from the US Embassy, it 

took long time for the process. Then the 

drama came for my luggage. I waited 

long enough for my luggage. I saw the 

scene (never seen like this before) 

besides another beltway where 

thousands of luggage pieces were left 

behind for delivery from several flights 

(who knows). Luckily I received my 

luggage after 50 minutes.  

It was amazing that the expediter person 

could go through any door without any 

questions. Finally, I came to our rental 

apartment with our department head and 

the driver. It is a restricted area where 

my apartment is located. However, prior 

arrangement had been made for my 

arrival. It was not a big deal. It was 

almost 4:00 AM when we were greeted 

by tea and biscuits by a young boy, 

Idrish who will be my cook for my entire 

stay. He is responsible for shopping, 

cooking, and maintenance of this flat.  

I met with the U.S. Embassy one week 

later, since I was invited to speak in 

India. It was an experience with security 

briefing. Dhaka is a large chaotic and 

highly polluted city with millions of 

people, thousands of rickshaws and 

CNG (three-wheeler), and thousands of 

buses. Driving rules are there and no one 

follows. At red lights vehicles may or 

may not stop, and you have to watch to 

cross. Pedestrians have no right. 

January 11 

Eid (Eid-ul Azha), which occurred on 11 

January, was quite an interesting cultural 

experience for us. It is the time when 

Muslims sacrifice animals to 

commemorate the sacrifice of Hazrat 

Ibrahim. According to the local paper, 

millions of bulls and goats were sold in 

the market for slaughter. 

January 23 

It was a holiday for Hindus on the 

occasion of Swaraswati (goddess of 

learning) Puja. 

 
 

I was invited to participate in this 

festival. It was celebrated at the campus 

auditorium. The Vice-Chancellor of the 

university was there to commemorate 

the program. It was great a great 

experience with students and faculty. 

Our colleague Dr. Robert Wick was 

visiting me, and he also joined us for the 



celebration. The program ended with 

„offerings‟, „prasad‟ and a box lunch. 

 

Campus Chronicle 

My understanding was that all classes 

would begin on 28 January (official 

date). This was not the case. Only the 

incoming students (475 students) had 

orientation on 31 January. The 

orientation program was a long and very 

procedural one. Dean, Proctor, and the 

Director gave their share of speeches 

primarily on rules and regulations. 

Finally, the Vice-Chancellor had a 

welcome speech. The first half of the 

program ended with a box lunch. The 

afternoon session started with visiting 

departments within Faculty of 

Agriculture, and explaining their goals 

and objectives of each of the 

departments along with courses being 

offered.  

 

 
 

 

The regular semester (January to June) 

was not a normal one this time because 

of the political unrest in Dhaka since 

October, 2006. Students did not 

complete their final examinations 

(supposed to be done in December) until 

February 15 or so. This delayed the 

whole semester by eight weeks. The 

classes for Level II, Level III and Level 

IV students did not start until 15 March. 

This was a bad news for my own classes 

(MS – second year). The first year MS 

students started their classes in 18 

March, and the second year MS students 

started in 2 April. How lucky I am? 

Well, it is not really so. I have planned 

to condense all lectures to about 22 

lectures, each with 90 min (instead of 50 

min for each lecture).    

 

 
 

Until this time, I was busy teaching 

Basic Agronomy classes (Agro 531 and 

Agro 1103) to incoming students (three 

sections). I had lectures on classification 

of agronomic crops, fertilizers, tillage 

practices, and environmental factors on 

crop production. It was real fun to teach 

these freshmen students.  

 

 
 

Overall, I had some time to travel with 

my family members who visited me at 

different times in January and February. 

 

 



January 30: 
We visited some tourist‟s places around 

Dhaka.  

Balda Gardens: We visited the Baldha 

Gardens, one of the hidden gems of 

Dhaka, in Wari. This is a mini-version of 

a Botanical Garden. Baldha Gardens 

house about 15,000 plants and 672 

species.  Many of these are rare and 

exotic plants from about 50 different 

countries. There is an orchid house, 

cactus house, and a greenhouse. 

However, we could not visit the orchid 

house because it was Saturday. 

 

The National Memorial:  This 

memorial represents the national pride. 

Large concrete structure and surrounding 

gardens commemorate the martyrs of the 

war of Independence. Over three million 

people sacrificed their lives for the 

independence of Bangladesh in 1971. 

This memorial was established in 1972. 

 

 

 
 

Dhakeswari Temple:  This is the main 

Hindu temple in Dhaka, dating from the 

12
th

 century. The temple is colorful. 

 

 
 

 

We visited the Sitara Mosque. It is 

popularly known as the Star Mosque or 

Mirza Ghulam Pir‟s Mosque. This 

picturesque mosque is one of the city‟s 

most popular tourist attractions because 

of its striking mosaic decoration of 

colored glass set in white tiles. The 

mosque dates from the early 18
th

 

century. It was originally of the typical 

Mughal style with four corner towers. 

Around 50 years ago, when mosaic 

decoration became popular in Bengali 

buildings, a local businessman financed 

its redecoration with Japanese and 

English China ties and the addition of a 

new eastern verandah substantially 

alerting the overall structure. 

 

 

 
 

  

Maharam (Ashura), January 30 
The day is a public holiday. Our campus 

was closed. Various organizations 

arranged programs in observance of 

Ashura. Tazia procession by mourners is 



a main feature of the occasion. The holy 

Ashura was observed across the country 

on January 30 to commemorate the 

Karbana tragedy in which Hazrat Imam 

Hossain along with his family and 

followers embraced martyrdom.      

 On the tenth of Muharram, the 

fateful day, Muslims vent remorse over 

the martyrdom of Hazarat Immam 

Hossain, grandson of Prophet Hazrat 

Muhammad (peace be upon him), at the 

hands of renegades over 1300 years ago. 

 While on a journey towards 

Kufa, Hazrat Immam Hossain, his 

family members and a number of his 

followers were killed by the forces of 

Yazid, son of Muslim ruler Mubia of 

that province. They were deprived of 

food and water, and many of them were 

put to death. Eventually, Imam Hossain 

was brutally slaughtered. The bizarre 

incident happened at Karbala in Iraq. 

21 February – Shaheed Dibash & 

International Mother Language Day 

It is more popularly known in 

Bangladesh as Ekushey February which 

means 21 February. Prior to the 

declaration of Mother Language Day, 

Bangladeshis (people of Bangladesh) 

observed this tragic event as Martyrs' 

Day. This day is the recognition of  

February 21, 1952 massacre of Dhaka 

University students who were gunned 

down as they protested the demand of 

West Pakistan for East Pakistan (now 

Bangladesh) to give up Bangla (Bengali 

language) and speak Urdu (language for 

Pakistani‟s). The twenty-first of 

February is also International Mother 

Language Day, created by UNESCO to 

bring people‟s awareness to the 

importance of preserving the Bengali 

language. 

February 26 – International meeting 

FAO, USAID, Bangladesh Government 

I was invited to participate in a 

Workshop on “An assessment of 

Research Needs for Food Security and 

Guidelines for Awarding Research 

Grant” in Gulshan, Dhaka. I was 

accompanied by four colleagues from 

our department. It is amazing that I met 

Dr. Mohan Rao, Associate Professor, 

Department of Economic, UMass-

Amherst, whom I never met earlier for 

the last 15 years in Amherst. He is the 

Advisor to FAO for this project. Dr. Rao 

had a comprehensive presentation on “A 

digest of research needs for food security 

in Bangladesh”. I was impressed with 

his ability to handle the audience in a 

professional manner.  

February 27 – Travel to Mymensingh, 

Bangladesh Agricultural University 

(BAU)  

I was invited to speak at the Department 

of Agronomy. My topic was “Current 

Status and Prospects of Allelopathy in 

Agriculture”. I started my day from 

Dhaka with four of my colleagues from 

Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University 

(SAU). We were in a micro van (like our 

minivan) and it took two hours to arrive 

at the BAU campus. On the way, we saw 

rice (Boro) fields after rice fields, 

cocoanut trees, fishing villages.  

 



Also, I saw numerous “landscape of salt 

fields” which I had never seen such 

fields in my life. Farmers in certain 

areas, cultivate salt in huge land on the 

bank of the rivers. There is a growing 

numbers in farmers who cultivate salt 

with the expansion of its market for their 

livelihood. 

 

14 March – Akheri Chahar Somba 

It is a Muslim holiday for our campus. I 

did not realize until I went to the 

campus. The gate was locked, and I had 

no chance to go to my office. It was a 

disappointing day. 

 

March 26 - Independence Day and 

National Day 

It is a National Holiday. The 

Bangladeshi‟s are very proud to 

celebrate this holiday. It was well 

celebrated in Dhaka as well as 

throughout the country.   

 

I was invited to participate in festivities 

at our own campus, Sher-e-Bangla 

Agricultural University. There was a 

cricket mach between the students. Our 

Vice-Chancellor was there for the prize 

distribution ceremony. It was a real fun 

event. This celebration ended with very 

delicious meals for everyone to share. 

However, there were no fireworks to 

watch as we have on July 1.  

All dormitories (residence hall) 

were decorated with thousands of mini 

lights just like our Xmas holiday. Also, 

the Chief Advisor‟s Residence in Dhaka 

was decorated with millions of lights on 

the Independence Day. It was a beautiful 

evening. 

 

Bye for now! 
 

 

 

 

 


